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from Sumatra, Java, and Borneo, but is not known in China. 
Mr. Pryer remarks that the insect fauna of the Loo-choo 
Islands is “almost entirely Malayan,” so that we need 
scarcely try to account for the existence of this Duck by 
suggesting that it may have been introduced. 


Now that the Loo-choo Islands have been proved to possess 
so many points of ornithological interest, it is to be hoped 
that they will be speedily explored. Dr. Gwillemard, in his 
eruise of the ‘ Marchesa,’ has drawn attention to the extreme 
good nature of the inhabitants, but he was not very suc- 
cessful in his ornithological researches on the islands. In 
the ‘Proceedings of the Academy of Philadelphia,’ 1862, 
p. 312, there is a list of twelve species of birds collected on 
the Loo-choo Islands in 1854 by the exploring expedition 
under Capt. Rodgers. Six of these have been obtained by 
Mr. Pryer. Four others are evidently migrants, namely :— 

4]. ARDEA ALBA. 

42, NUMENIUS ARQUATUS. 

43. TOTANUS HYPOLEUCUS. 

44, FULIGULA MARILA. 


Of the two remaining species obtained by Capt. Rogers, 
45. ARDEA GRAYI 

may possibly be a resident, and 
46. COLUMBA INTERMEDIA 


a more or less domesticated Pigeon, introduced in prehistoric 
times. 


XIX.—A List of the Birds of Portugal. 
By Wituiam C. Tarr, Oporto. 
[Continued from p. 96.] 
4G. AcreDULA IRBIIL. “ Rabilongo,’”’ “ Megengro,” “ Fra- 
dinho,” Coimbra. 
This species was differentiated by Messrs. Sharpe and Dresser 
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from skins obtained by Col. Irby in the south of Spain. 
Drs. Bocage and Carvalho had remarked that this bird did 
not agree with the deseription of dA. caudata given by Lin- 
neus. It has bred in a “ coral” tree in my garden, and its 
habits seem to be the same as those of the northern form, 
A. rosea, found in the British Islands. 


47. Parus masor, Linn. ‘“Cedovem,” “ Pinta caldeira,” 
“ Fradisco,” “ Ferreiro,’ Oporto; “ Megengro,” Melres and 
Caldas d’Aregos ; “ Patachim,” “ Parachim,” Douro ; “ Papa- 
abelhas,” ‘‘ Chincharavelha,” Penafiel; “ Passaro do linho,” 
“Semeia linho,” Estarreja ; ‘‘Cachapim,” Beja; “ Chinehi- 
nim,” Sta. Clara a Velha; “ Caldeirinha,” Quarteira, Algarve; 
“ Ferreirinho,” Redondella, Galicia, Spain. 

Resident and abundant. This species begins to sing its 
peculiar note in February, and, according to the country 
people, seems to say “ Semeia hnho, semeia lnho” (i. e., 
« Sow flax, sow flax,” indicating that the time has eome for 
that seed). They believe that when the bird sings much it 
is a sign of an abundant harvest, and that it also says “ Tudo- 
bem, tudo-bem” (i. e., “ All’s well, all’s well ’’). 

I have seen this bird tearing open with its bill the nests of 
the procession-eaterpillar (Cnethocampa pityocampa) in the 
pine-trees and eating the larve. It is the only species which 
I have observed eating these caterpillars ; other birds only 
take the web to build their nests with. The hairs of Cnetho- 
campa are well known to be highly irritant to the human 
skin, and P. major must therefore have a strong throat, giz- 
zard, and stomach. 


48. PARUS ater, Linn. 

Resident and common in the pine-woods at the mouth of 
the Douro. Dr. Carvalho informs me that this species is 
rare in the neighbourhood of Coimbra, and Col. Irby did not 
meet with it near Gibraltar. I have known it to nest in a 
hole in a wall in my garden ; but we are probably not far 
from the southern limit of its distribution. 


49. Parus ca#ruceus, Linn. “Cedovem pequeno,” Oporto; 
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“ Furabogalhos,” Penafiel; “ Chincharavelha,’ Caldas do 
Gerez, 
Common and resident ; a pair nested in my garden-wall. 


50. Parus cristarus, Linn. 

Resident and common in the north of Portugal, chiefly in 
the pine-woods on the mountain-sides. A pair nested near 
Oporto in the hollow branch of an oak tree, from which I had 
previously taken the eggs of Gecinus sharpii. According to 
Dr. Carvalho it is not rare in the neighbourhood of Coimbra. 


51. Sırra ca#sia. “ Trepadeira azul,” Penafiel; “ Cara- 
Po Traz os Montes; “ Alhorca, Melres ; “ Batoco,” 
Abrantes. 

Resident and common in some places, but very local; few 
are seen In the immediate neighbourhood of Oporto. 


52. Certuta FAMILIARIS, Linn. “Trepadeira,” Oporto ; 
“ Subideira,’ Cerva and Celorico de Balto; “ Serigaita,” 
Penafiel. j 

Resident and very common, Sings its few notes in January, 
February, and March. Having had no opportunity of com- 
paring specimens, I do not know whether the variety of this 
country be C. brachydactyla, as is probable. 


53. TICHODROMA MURARIA (Linn.). 

Resident, but only twice observed. The first specimen ob- 
tained in Portugal was from the Serra do Zorro, near Coimbra, 
in the autumn of 1880, according to Dr. Manoel Paulino 
d’Oliveira ; and Mr. Adolph Moller saw another in the Serra 
d’ Estrella. 


54. TrocLopyTEs PARVULUS, Koch. ‘ Carrica,”’ all over 
Portugal. 

Resident and abundant. I have heard this bird’s song in 
every month of the year, but seldom during the cold months 
of November, December, and January, and less than usual 
during July and August. In spring it sings so vigorously 
that it seems as though it would crack its throat, and it is 
surprising what a volume of sound can come from so small a 
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pipe. Itis one of the earliest nesters, and the country people 
say that it is its duty to “have meat at Easter,” i. e., to have 
young by that time. 


55. Moracinia ALBA (Linn.). “Lavandeira,” “ Lavan- 
disca,” Vianna do Castello, Lamego and Oporto ; “ Boicira,” 
Penafiel; “ Gongalinho,” Villar Chi da Maia; “ Arvella,”’ 
« Arvellicha,’ Angeja, Aveiro, Caldas d’Aregos, Estoi, Al- 
garve ; ‘‘ Alveloa,’’? Coimbra Museum ; “ Alvelréa,” Abrantes. 

Abundant: some remain here all the year round, and in 
October the number is increased by the arrival of migrants 
on their way south. There are two moults, one in August 
and one about the 10th February. The names “ Lavandeira ” 
and “ Lavandisea”’ are a corruption of “ Lavadeira” (washer- 
woman). In this country the washerwomen wade into the 
stream, and there they soap and beat the clothes on a broad 
stone slab, singing and gossiping while at their work. The 
bird also wades into the shallow parts and hops about on 
the stones, ducking its head about like the washerwomen. 
The name “ Boicira” is derived from its habit of following 
about the oxen for the sake of the flies which swarm round 
them. ‘ Alveloa’”? may be from the Latin alveus, the bed of 
a river; and“ Arvella”’ is perhaps a corruption of the above, 
or from arvum, a ploughed field, as the bird is very fond of 
following the plough. 


56. MOTACILLA LUGUBRIS, Temm. “ Lavandisca,” Oporto. 

Arrives in the neighbourhood of Oporto about the 20th of 
October, winters here, moults to sammer plumage at the end 
of February or beginuing of March, and departs. I saw a 
straggler in 1883 as late as the 18th March. It is abun- 
dant along the sea-coast in winter, feeding on flies and other 
insects which it finds among the seaweed at high-water mark. 
Noticing one day a large number of these birds hovering 
over the sea and occasionally dipping their bills in the water 
to pick up something, I diseovered that they were eating 
the floating ova of a small crab which swarms at the bottom 
of the sea in the late autumn off the coast of Portugal. 
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I have seen Pied Wagtails lately arrived attacked and 
pursued by the resident White Wagtails, which looked upon 
them as intruders. It would be interesting to tabulate the 
distribution of the Pied and White Wagtails. Here, in 
winter, one sees so many intermediate forms that, allowing 
for young and females, it is in come cases impossible to 
determine with confidence to which species the bird may 
belong. The Pied Wagtail is fond of frequenting roads and 
following cattle. 


57. MOTACILLA MELANOPE (Pall.). ‘‘ Lavandisca amarella,”’ 
“ Tavandisca da India,’ Oporto; “ Boieira d’agoa,” Penafiel. 

Common and resident, but migratory to some extent. It 
is commoner in winter in the gardens near Oporto than in 
summer from October forward. Sings and courts in October, 
November, and December, continuing to sing in February 
and March; changes to summer plumage at the end of 
February ; nests in walls at the sides of streams, aud goes 
about in pairs. 


58. Moraciura FuaAva (Linn.). “ Lavandisca amarella,”’ 
Oporto; “ Boieira amarella,” “ Arvella,” Aveiro. 

Abundant. Arrives from the south at the end of March, or 
more frequently in the middle of April; breeds in the dry 
rush-beds or on the ground near marshy fields, and departs 
at the end of August. Dr. Carvalho informs me that at 
Coimbra it generally moves at that time to fields on higher 
ground. I once found quite a colony breeding in a field 
near a marsh ; nearly every clump of ruslics contained a nest. 
The birds are bold, and so long as one takes little notice of 
them they will come pretty close, but if approached they will 
soon fly off and keep at a distance. Their note is shrill and 
piercing. 


59. Moraciiia rat (Bp.). “ Boieira.” 

Arrives in Portugal on passage in the middle of September, 
and is met with till the end of October; during its journey 
it is common in the fields ucar the sea-coast in the neigh- 
bourhood of Oporto. It follows the bullocks while grazing, 
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catching the flies close to their nostrils and feet. The young 
are commoner than the adult forms. 

Between the departure of M. flava and the arrival of 
M. raii there is an interval. Mr. Howard Saunders remarks, 
in his List, that this species is abundant on passage in Spain, 
and particularly so in the spring at Valencia and Malaga. 
This would seem to confirm my supposition that this and 
some other species follow a south-west course in autumn 
by the coast of Portugal, returning northwards in spring 
along the east coast of Spain. On only one occasion have I 
seen M. raii on the coast of Portugal in spring, and that was 
on May 6th, 1879. 

The names “ Boieira,” “ Lavandisca,” and “ Alveloa” are 
applied to all the Wagtails. 


60. ANTHUS PRATENSIS (Linn.). ‘‘Sombria,” “ Cia,” 
Oporto; “ Petinha,’” Coimbra Museum. 


The first arrivals from the north generally appear near 
Oporto about the 10th of October, but I have seen them as 
early as the 4th of that month, by the end of which they are 
already very abundant, continuing so during the winter. In 
March they take their departure, a straggler or two remain- 
ing till April. While on migration they travel in small 
flocks, or two or three together, a favourite time being 
when the east wind is blowing on a raw October morning, 
no which occasion floeks of Sky Larks are also so abundant 
that these migrants form an almost continuous stream along 
the coast. 


61. Anraus TRIVIALIS (Linn.). “ Sombria,” “ Cia,” 
Oporto. 

The Tree Pipit arrives in the neighbourhood of Oporto 
earlier than the former, viz. about the 21st of August, 
and by the beginning of September it is very abundant. 
Small flocks pass during the prevalence of east wind, at the 
same time as the Turtle Doves, piping their sibilant note and 
frequently settling in the pine-trees. In the beginning of 
October they begin to get scarcer, and by the middle of the 
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month the last have taken their departure. I have not seen 
them on their migration northwards. 


62. ANTHUS CAMPESTRIS (Linn.). 

The Tawny Pipit arrives in the spring and remains till the 
end of summer on the serras and high ground. I have scen 
it on the serra behind Melres and also near Abrantes ; and 
Dr. Carvalho tells me that it nests on a serra near Coimbra. 


63. ANTHUS SPIPOLETTA (Linn.). 

The first Water Pipits appear in the neighbourhood of 
Oporto about the beginning of October in the marshy meadows 
on the banks of streams near the sea. They remain till 
March, in which month the breast-feathers assume the slight 
rosy tint of the nuptial plumage, when they take their 
departure for their honey-moon to the Pyrenees. On one 
oceasion I saw a bird of this species on llth July, 1880, 
at Mattosinhos, near Oporto; perhaps this was a bachelor. 


64. ANTHUS OBSCURUS (Lath.). 

There is a specimen in the Lisbon Museum thus named, 
and some Pipits which I have seen on the sandbank at the 
mouth of the Douro seemed to me to be dark enough to be 
this species; but as I was not able to obtain a specimen 
I cannot be sure. 


65. ORIOLUS GALBULA. “ Papa-figo,” general name ; 
“Figo louro,” Melres ; “ Maranteu,” Villa Real; “ Marel- 
lante,” Bragança; “ Bartolomeu,” Coimbra Muscum. 

The Golden Oriole is rarely seen near Oporto, and mostly 
on passage; but I am told that one pair nested at Villar, a 
suburb of Oporto, in 1883. One was observed by me on the 
7th September, 1879, at the mouth of the Douro, and some 
have been seen at Entre Quintas. About twelve miles up the 
Douro, in the neighbourhood of Melres, it is common during 
the summer months, aud in many other loealities in Portugal, 
as, for instance, on the banks of the Minho, near Monsio, in 
the Alto Douro, Riba-tejo, Alemtejo, and Algarve. It is 
rather a local bird. 
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66. LANIUS MERIDIONALIS, Temm. ‘“ Picanso real,” Alpi- 
arca and Santarem; “ Picanso baccoreiro,” Abrantes. 

Resident, but very local, and nowhere abundant. Nests 
in the Serra d'Estrella and at Abrantes on small trees, and I 
have met with it in the Alemtejo. During winter some 
appear near the sea-coast, as is the case with several other 
birds which frequent the serras in summer. 


67. Lanus coLLURIO (Linn.). 

The only specimen of the Red-backed Shrike which has 
been obtained in this country is one which I shot on the 9th 
June, 1882, on the island of Conguédo, in the river Minho. 
The nest was also found in a bramble-thieket, from which I 
had disturbed the bird when building. 


68. LANIUS POMERANUS, Sparrman. “Pardal real,” Arcos; 
“ Pintaloporco,” Villar Chai da Maia; “ Picaporco,” Oporto, 
Penafiel; “ Tanjasno,” Penafiel ; ‘‘ Tanjarro,” Melres ; “ Pi- 
canso barreteiro,” Traz os Montes ; “ Carapuco,” “ Picanso,” 
Abrantes. 

The Woodehat arrives in April, nests in pine and other 
trees, and generally departs about the end of August, but 
specimens have been obtained in September and as late as the 
5th of Oetober. Very abundant in summer in and near 
woods all over Portugal, and is decidedly the dominant 
Shrike of the country. 


69. Muscicara erisota. “Tralhio,’ Traz os Montes, 
Caldas d’Aregos, Penafiel; “ Papa moscas,” Oporto. 

In May I have seen this species at Melres, near Oporto, 
and on the 38rd of June, 1884, I found a nest with four 
eggs in Quarteira pine-wood, near Faro, Algarve, where I 
saw many of these birds. It is local and by no means com- 
mon in this country during summer; but in autumn large 
numbers arrive on passage through the woods along the sea- 
coast near Oporto, and may be seen flitting silently from 
one tree to another catching insects. They usually arrive 
at the end of August or beginning of September, and have 
departed by the third or fourth week in October. 
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70. MUSCICAPA ATRICAPILLA (Linn.). “ Papa moscas,” 
Oporto. 

Abundant in autumn on passage, arriving and departing 
at the same time as Af. grisola. This is a somewhat livelier 
bird, and oceasionally utters a monosyllabic note. 

The European lists mention M. collaris as found in Portugal, 
without naming the authority, but no specimen of M. collaris 
exists in the Coimbra or Lisbon Museums; and although I 
have been on the watch for it for some years, so far as I can 
learn it has not yet been obtained in this country. 


71. Hirunvo rustica, Linn. “Andorinha,” Portugal and 
Galicia. 

Usually arrives at Oporto between the 8th and 15th of 
March, but sometimes a stray mdividual or two may be seen 
at the end of February, and I once saw some as early as the 
18th of January, 1878. In the south of Portugal they 
arrive in February. The departure southwards from the 
neighbourhood of Oporto generally takes place from the 
middle of September to the middle of October, but some 
remain for a few days, or even weeks, longer. I saw one as 
late as November 20th (1883) ; in fact, December is the only 
month of the year in which | have not seen them in this 
country. In the province of the Douro this Swallow nests 
in the subterranean galleries which are cut into the hill-side 
to obtain water—a rather unexpected situation for Swallows 
to choose. Dr. Carvalho has furnished me with a table of 
observations respecting the Swallow, as observed by him at 
Coimbra during the last fifteen years, showing that the 
average date for arrival is the 10th February, and for de- 
parture the 13th October. 


72. COTILE RUPESTRIS. ‘ Andorinha brava,” Melres. 

Resident in this country all the year round, but partially 
migratory within it. The Crag Swallow makes its nest in 
the precipitous cliffs of the inland serras, and I found one on a 
cliff of the Abitureira, above Melres, on the right bank of 
the Douro. Inshapeit resembles that of the House Swallow ; 
it was built of mud and had a few feathers init. At the 
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end of October or beginning of November flocks of about 
eight to twenty birds appear at the sea-side in the neighbour- 
hood of Oporto, and remain till about the end of February 
or the beginning of March. 

The flight of this species is extremely graceful—so smooth, 
silent, and apparently effortless—and I have often watched 
it with pleasure. Occasionally a bird would seem to turn a 
somersault, like a Tumbler Pigeon, but with a wider radius 
and without disturbing its flight. I could never, however, 
feel quite sure that it was not an optical delusion on my 
part. 


73. COoTILE RIPARIA (Linn.). “Pedreiro das Barreiras,” 
“ Pedreirinho.” 

This species is not so common as the House Martin and 
Swallow, and is oftener found in the north than in the south 
of Portugal. I have met with it in various places in the 
province of the Minho, and on the river of that name it is 
very abundant, burrowing in the sandy banks of the islands 
worn away by the current. A colony is established at the 
road-side near the favourite shrine of Bom Jesus do Monte, 
near Braga, and I have seen another at Magdalena, near 
Oporto. Some were seen by me April 5th, 1884, between 
Beja and Mertola, in the Alemtejo, on the banks of the river 
Torges, and I saw the holes in the bank where they uest. 


74. CHELIDON VRBICA (Linn.). “ Andorinha das janellas,” 
« Andorinha dos beiraes.” 

The House Martin generally arrives at Oporto about the 
6th April, remaining till the middle of September; I saw 
one this year at Abrantes, on the Tagus, on 2nd February. 
Dr. Carvalho’s observations, extending over twenty-three 
years, give an average date for arrival at Coimbra of 19th 
February, and for departure 7th October. The birds 
usually go at once to their nests of the previous year and 


commence repairing them, the male and female working 
alternately. 


75. CARDUELIS ELEGANS, Steph. “Pinta silgo,” general 
name; “Milheira galante,” Beira; “Pinta cardcira,” Coimbra; 
“Silgaro,” Galicia. 
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The Goldfinch is common all over Portugal, especially in 
the localities where there are plenty of thistles, as about 
Peniche. Inthe beginning of October, and up tothe end of 
the first week of December, the birds move southwards in 
small flocks, flying in the morning up till about 11 o'clock, 
especially with an easterly wind. ‘The chief migration is in 
November, and near the sea-coast. The bird-catchers obtain 
large numbers during their passage by the aid of limed twigs 
and a good call-bird. The return north in the spring takes 
place from the middle of March and lasts about a fortnight : 
a far shorter time than the autumn migration. On the 
spring migration Goldfinehes prefer a mild south, or better 
still, an east wind. Their flight on spring migration is said 
to last from 7 to 10 a.m., and their line of flight is then not 
so near the coast as in the autumn. Many of the Gold- 
finches taken by the Oporto bird-catchers are afterwards 
sold to the sailors of English vessels. 


76. CurysoMitris SPINUS (Linn.). “ Canario da França,” 
Foz do Douro; “ Freirinha,”’ Oporto. 

The Siskins arrive on the autumn migration with the Gold- 
finches in November and December, but they are not seen 
every winter, although during others they are almost com- 
mon. They are well known to the bird-catchers, as they are 
occasionally caught on the limed twigs set for Goldfinches. 
Dr. Carvalho has seen them at Coimbra. 


77. SERINUS HORTULANUS. “ Serzino,” general name; 
« Cerezino,’”’ Melres ; “ Riscada,” Villar Cha da Maia; “ Mil- 
heira? Caldas d’Aregos ; “ Milheiro galante,” Recarei ; 
“« Chamariz,” Coimbra Museum; “ Serin,” Galicia. 

Serin Finches are more abundant in spring and summer, 
many of them migrating southwards in the autumn at the 
same time as the Goldfinches, and northwards in the spring, 
but a few remain through the winter, at all events near the 
sea-coast. They begin to sing in the middle of February, 
stop for a short time in August and the beginning of Sep- 
tember, recommence in this last month, and continue till the 
beginning of November. 
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78. Licurtnus cntoris (Linn.). “ Verdilhio,” Portugal 
generally ; “ Verderol,” Galicia. 

Very abundant and resident, but some pass southwards in 
the autumn and north in the spring. Greenfinches are very 
fond of the seeds of Datura stramonium, the thorn-apple 
datura. Their song begins in the first week in March, and 
continues till the middle of July, when it ceases. l 


79. COCCOTHRAUSTES VULGARIS. “ Pardal do norte,” “ Chin- 
calhão do norte,” Penafiel; “ Bico gordo,” Caldas d’Aregos ; 
“ Bico grossudo,” Coimbra. 

The Hawfinch is resident. In spring and summer it is 
found in the Alto-Douro and Beira, chiefly in the higher 
ground; but in winter it descends to the lower districts and 
the sea-side, at which season it is sometimes seen near Oporto. 
The farmers complain bitterly that this bird does great 
damage to the seed-beds, especially those of turnips, to which 
it is very partial. I was disappointed at not finding this 
species in the Serra do Gerez. 


80. Passer pomesticus. ‘“‘ Pardal,” general name; “ Par- 
dal” and ‘‘ Gorrion,” Galicia. 

The House Sparrow is very abundant and generally dis- 
tributed, the only locality in which I have not met with it being 
the Caldas do Gerez, a favourite watering-place in the Gerez 
mountains, famous for its hot mineral springs. The country 
round this beautifully situated little village is very interesting 
to the botanist, and is rich in reptiles. Eagles are plentiful on 
the crags, but there is a wonderful scarcity of other birds. 

It has been much discussed whether the Sparrow is bene- 
ficial or prejudicial ; but Portuguese farmers lean towards the 
latter, and if powder and shot were cheaper, the Sparrows 
would lead a precarious existence ; and observations lead me 
to take the farmers’ view. No doubt they eat many insects, 
for I have seen them pick caterpillers out of cabbages, catch 
flies, and eat berries; but, for all that, their general and 
favourite food is seed of all kinds. It is sufficient to examine 
the shape of the bill to see that this species is esscutially 
graminivorous, aud only exceptionally insectivorous. Dr, 
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Carvalho is of opinion that they should be exterminated. 
The cork-tree is a favourite one for their nests. 

J have not observed the Tree Sparrow, Passer montanus, in 
Portugal. 


81. Perronia stutta. “Pardal francez,” Oporto; “ Par- 
dal da India,” “ Pardal Giric,” Melres ; “ Piriz,” Bragança 
and Ribatejo; “ Pardaloca franceza,” Abrantes. 

The Rock Sparrow is resident and, on the whole, com- 
mon, but local, being almost rare in the neighbourhood of 
Oporto. I have seen it at S. Joño da Foz, Villarinho, and 
some other localities in spring and summer. At Melres, 
Ovar, Abrantes, &c. it is common. Dr, Carvalho informs 
me that it is not rare at Coimbra. Its peculiar note, whence 
its local name “ Piriz,” attracts attention when otherwise it 
might escape notice, as it has a habit of sitting quietly on a 
branch for a considerable time. 


82. FRINGILLA CŒLEBS, Linn. ‘‘Pintalhio,” Vieira, Arcos, 
Valença, Recarei; “ Pimpalhao,” Sto. Thyrso, Fafe, and Alto 
Minho; “Chincalhio,” Penafiel, Melres, and Caldas do Gerez; 
“ Chopim,” Foz do Douro ; “ Pimpim,’’ Caudal, Foz do Douro 
and Esmoriz; “Tentilhiio,”’ Abrantes, Lamego, Villar chi 
da Maia, Coimbra, Caldas d’Aregos. 

The Chaffinch is an abundant resident, and in October and 
November flocks arrive near the sea-coast on the passage 
south. Early in February it begins to sing, continuing till 
about the middle of July, recommencing in September and 
lasting throughout October if the weather be fine; I have 
heard it as late as November 27th. On a summer visit to 
England, I remarked that the song of the Chaffinch in 
Derbyshire is very different from that of the Oporto bird— 
quite a distinct dialect, as it were. The dialectic differences 
in the songs of some birds have already been noticed by 
Prof. Alfred Newton. 


83. FRINGILLA MONTIFRINGILLA, Linn. “Tentilh3o mon- 
tez? Coimbra Museum. 

The Brambling sometimes appears in winter amongst the 
flocks of Chaffinches. 
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84. Linora cannapina (Linn.). “ Linhaça vermelhal,”’ 
Vianna; “ Milheiro,” Oporto; “ Caehera,” Melres; “ Mil- 
heirinha,’ Esmoriz; ‘Pinta roixo,” Agueda, Abrantes, 
Coimbra. 

The Linnet is a common resident; large floeks migrating 
southward in October and November, and northward again 
in spring, being taken by bird-catchers at the same time as 
the Goldfinches. The Linnet sings from February to July, 
recommencing in September, and once I heard it sing as 
late as 7th December. 


85. PYRRHULA rUROPÆA, Vieill. “Cardeal,” Penaficl; 
“Tentilhao da India,” Melres; “Dom Fafe” and “ Pisco 
chilreiro,””’ Coimbra Museum. 

I am told that the Bullfinch is common in the neighbour- 
hood of Penafiel, and I have scen specimens said to have been 
obtained near Braga. Although I have never met with this 
bird wild in Portugal, it must be far from rare in the 
northern provinces, as it has so many popular names there, 
and occasionally bird-catchers from Traz os Montes bring 
large numbers in cages for sale to Oporto. 


86. Loxa curvirostTRA.  Cruzabico.” 

Appears occasionally in small flocks in winter. I have 
seen specimens obtained in this country, and have heard of 
two well-authenticated cases of Crossbills being seen in 
gardens near Oporto. 


87. Loxta prtyopsittracus, Bechst. 

Dr. Carvalho informs me that there are two or three speci- 
mens of the Parrot Crossbill obtained in Portugal in the 
Coimbra Museum. 


88. EMBERIZA MILIARIA, Linn, “Passarinho triguciro,” 
Esmoriz; “'Tem-ti-na-raiz,”’ Province of Beira; “Trigueiriio,” 
Peniche; “ Chichorrio,” Quarteira, Algarve. 

The Corn Bunting is very abundant in suitable places 
from the extreme north to the extreme sonth of Portugal. 
Near Oporto it is scarce, and I have only met with it in 
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summer between Boa Nova chapel and Leça de Palmeira. I 
suspect it is partly migratory in this country, as are many 
other graminivorous birds. 


89. EMBERIZA cirtus, Linn. “ Esereveceira,’ Oporto, 


Penafiel; “ Senticiro,”’ Castello de Paiva; “ Arojado,’’ Caldas 
d’Aregos; ‘ Sia,” “ Sideho,” “ Sicia,” Coimbra Museum. 

Resident, and by far the commonest of the Buntings in the 
north of Portugal. It is one of the most constant songsters 
in the country. I have heard it utter its poor monotonous 
note in every month of the year except February, during which 
month it moults from winter to summer plumage. The 
second moult is in Angust. Cirl Buntings generally go 
about in pairs, frequenting the edges of pine-woods, hedge- 
rows, and sunken lanes. 


90. EMBERIZA HORTULANA, Linn. “Nil,” Melres. 

I have met with the Ortolan Bunting sparingly on the 
top of the Serra de Melres, near Oporto, and also on the hilis 
near Palhal. Dr. M. P. d’Oliveira tells me it is found near 
Bragança. It seems to prefer high ground, and has a short 
and musieal song. I have not met with it in winter. 


91. Emperiza cia, Linn. “Trigueiro,” Coimbra Museum. 

The Meadow Bunting is local, but common in some places, 
for instance, on the sides of the Serra do Gerez. I bave met 
with it near Melres, Sobrado de Paiva, Caldas d’Aregos, 
Bom Jesus do Monte, and Olhalvo; but I have not seen it 
near the sea-coast. Dr. Carvalho mforms me that this 
species is resident near Coimbra, nesting on the high ground 
in summer, and frequenting valleys near the serras in winter, 
going about in small floeks. 


92. EMBERIZA SCHŒNICLUS, Linn. 
The Reed Bunting passes the winter in this eountry, arriv- 
ing in the beginning of November. 


93. PLECTROPHANES NIVALIS (Linn.). 
A few Snow Buntings sometimes appear in this country 
during severe winters. My brother has shot them near 
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Oporto, and also at Ovar; and I kept one which had been 
wounded for some time in a cage. 


94. ALAUDA cristata. “Cotovia,” general name; “ Pou- 
pinha,” “ Gagalhosa,” Rezende; “ Patorra,” Traz os Montes ; 
“ Calandra,” Caldas d’Aregos. 

The Crested Lark is resident and abundant in Portugat, 
frequenting the hilly country more than cultivated land, 
but it is common in fields of rye. I have received from 
Alpiarça, near Santarem, two specimens much lighter in 
colour than those from the north of Portugal; they had 
also longer and more curved beaks. I have scen a specimen 
of this same variety obtained in the plains of the Algarve. 
The lighter colour is probably a protective adaptation to the 
light-coloured earth of the plains of the south, the mountain 
form of the north of Portugal being darker on the back. 


95. ALAUDA ARVENSIS. ‘“ Laverca,’ Oporto; “Calandra,” 
Monchique. 

Immense numbers of migratory Sky Larks arrive in the 
neighbourhood of Oporto from the middle of October on- 
wards, and a few in the beginning of that month, many 
remaining through the winter, departing in March. They are 
very abundant in the cultivated fields near the sea-coast, and 
go about in iarge and small flocks, the chief line of migra- 
tion being a few hundred yards from the sea. They prefer an 
easterly land-breeze for their travelling, and on favourable 
mornings an almost continuous stream may be seen near the 
mouth of the Douro. 

A darker variety of the Sky Lark is found on the summits 
of some of the serras. I have met with it in April on the 
top of the Foja peak, Serra de Monchique, and specimens 
have been obtained in summer from the Serra do Roxo, near 
Coimbra. 

No Sky Larks are found in summer near Oporto. It will 
be interesting to learn whence come the large numbers which 
arrive here in the autumn. ‘The matter of the varieties 
found in this country requires further inquiry and the com- 
parison of a large number of specimens. 
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96. ALAUDA ARBOREA, Linn. “Cotovia pequena,” gene- 
rally ; “ Calandria,” Galicia. 

The Wood Lark nests on the high grouud of the provinces 
of Minho and of Beira; also, as Dr. Carvalho informs me, 
in the serras to the east of Coimbra. I met with it in 
June on the top of the Serra do Gerez and at Abrantes, 
where I have also seen it in January; in Aprilalso at St. 
Domingos eopper-mine, in the Alemtejo. 

Immediately round Oporto it is very scarce in summer. 
In September and October numbers arrive at the pine-woods 
near the mouth of the Douro, and spend the winter months 
there, going away on the approach of spring. Some linger 
on till Mareh, and a pair or two even into the summer. 
This is one of the latest singers, being heard into the months 
of September, Oetober, and November. 


97. CALANDRELLA BRACHYDACTYLA (Leisl.). “ Carreirdla,” 
“ Calandra gallega,” Estoi, Algarve. 

The Short-toed Lark is a summer visitor, abundant in 
some localities, and chiefly so near the sea-coast on sandy 
hills or plains. It 1s common between the Castello do Queijo 
and Mattosinhos, near Oporto. Iam not certain at what 
date birds usually arrive from the south, but I have seen 
them from April 22nd till the 21st August. 


98. MELANOCORYPHA €ALANDRA (Linn.). “ Cochieho,”’ 
Traz os Montes; “ Calandra,” Villa Real de Sto. Antonio. 

Very local. Found in Traz os Montes, from which pro- 
vince many are brought to Oporto, where they may be seen 
in eages hung up at the doors of small shops in the bye- 
strects, uttering their shrill ear-piercing song, and mimicking, 
as well as they can, the songs of other birds. On one occa- 
sion I heard one imitate the Canary. An indefatigable 
singer with a lond voice fetehes a high price, sometimes 
as much as two or three pounds sterling. 

One of the bird-dealers informed me that this bird has 
sometimes a parasite, like a tick, on its ears, and unless this 
is removed, it eventually causes the death of the Lark. 

The nearest place to Oporto at which I have heard that 
it is found is Loureiro, near Caldas @’Arcgos ; it is said to 
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occur at Alpiarça, near Santarem ; I have seen it at Beja, 
and also at Villa Real de Sto. Antonio, and these are the 
only localities at which I have noticed it. 


[99, CERTHILAUDA DUPONTI, var. LUSITANICA. 

We add this to the list on the authority of Dr. J. V. B. 
du Bocage, whose account of the discovery has just reached 
us. Particulars will be found under ‘ Notices ° below.—Epp. | 


100. Srurnus vutearis, Linn. ‘ Estorninho,’ Portugal 
generally. 

The Starling is a winter visitant, arriving early in October, 
and in some years even by the end of September. Flocks 
continue to pass southward near the sea-side till about the 
middle of December. 


101. Srurnvs unicotor, De la Marm. “ Estorninho preto.” 

Resident, and very common inland, especially during the 
spring and summer, but in the immediate ncighbourhood of 
Oporto it is not abundant. A few pairs nest in the Quinta 
do Fôjo Caudal, near Oporto, and some in Romalde. They 
are very restless birds, and fly about in small flocks. 


102. Pyrruocorax eracutus (Linn.). 

The Chough is said to nest in the cliffs of the Rio Homem, 
Serra do Gerez. I saw a flock of these birds in a field ncar 
Ovar in winter, the only occasion on which I have met with 
them. Specimens from Penamacor are in the Coimbra Mu- 
scum, and in the Lisbon Museum there are two specimens 
from Collares, where this specics is said to nest. 


108. Nucirraca caryocatacres (Linn.). 

The only Nutcracker obtained in this country was shot in 
winter by a Mr. Correia in the pinc-woods to the east of 
Estarreja, about fifteen years ago, and was exhibited at the 
Crystal Palace of Oporto. 


104. GARRULUS GLANDARIUS. ‘ Gaio.” 

Abundant in the north of Portugal, less so in the centre, 
and rather scarce in the south. More frequently heard in 
summer than in winter. On the 6th of October, 1883, when 
an casterly wind was blowing, a flock of twelve Jays, flying 
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high, apparently on migration, arrived over the trees in my 
garden, circled round several times, uttering their cry, and 
finally disappeared towards the south-east. 


105. Cyanorica coox, Bp. ‘ Rabilongo,”’ Lisbon ; “ Char- 
neco,” South Alemtejo and Algarve. 

The Azure-winged Magpie is said to appear in winter at 
Montijo and other parts of Alemtejo. At Coimbra there are 
three speeimens from Penamacor, and in the Lisbon Museum 
there are some from Alfeite. It is essentially a bird of the 
south of Portugal, not found in the north. I met with it 
abundantly in the provinee of Algarve during spring, summer, 
and winter visits; also at Sta. Clara a Velha (Alemtejo) 
in April. The inhabitants say it nests in fig, olive, and carob 
trees. When not nesting they go about in floeks, and are 
sometimes put up by the dogs when seeking for Woodcock. 


NOG) Pick austics, > Pecan.” 

The Magpic is abundant and resident, especially in the 
north. The nests are usually domed and in pine trees; but 
at Ovar I found one on a low bush about 3 feet from the 
ground, in the middle of a large marshy treeless plain. 


107. Corvus MonepuLA, Linn. “Choia,’ Cie Islands, 
Vigo. 

Rare in Portugal, but may yet turn out to be common 
im some loealities, if it be found to nest anywhere in this 
country. In Mareh 1878 I saw some near Oporto. There 
are three speeimens in the Lisbon Museum, oue of which is 
from Penamacor. 

I found Jaekdaws plentiful on the Southern Cie Islands, 
at the entrance to Vigo Bay, Galicia. They breed in holes 
under the stones on the south-east side of the island, and 
follow the droves of pigs in order to eat the insects which 
these animals turn up when grubbing in the soil with their 
snouts. They may often be seen perched on their baeks 
waiting while the friendly pig ploughs up the ground. 


108. Corvus corone. “ Corvo.” 
The Crow is common and resident, some nesting in this 
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country ; I have received eggs from Anchora, near Vianna, 
where they are specially abundant. At the end of October and 
November some arrive on passage. 


109. Corvus rrucitecus, Linn. ‘ Gralha.” 

The Rook arrives in the autumn, and remains during 
winter, going about in large flocks, and leaving in February 
and March. 


110. Corvus corax, Linn. e Corvo.” 

Rather common and generally distributed. I have at the 
present moment a tame Raven, which was sent to me from 
the provimce of Algarve. 


[To be continued. | 


XX.—WNoles on Birds in the Western Pacific, made in H.M.S. 
< Constance, 1883-5. By J. R. H. MacFaruane, Navi- 
gating-Lient., R.N. 


Few parts of the world can be more fraught with disappoint- 
ment to the ornithologist or entomologist than the inshore 
passage, known as Smythe’s Channel, from the Straits of 
Magellan to the Gulf of Peñas. Rain, hail, and snow 
succeed each other, the normal state of this region being one 
of dampness; but sometimes between the showers a vision 
of lofty mountains appears in a break of the clouds, or a 
huge white glacier stands suddenly ont in bold relief for a 
few moments, only to vanish in the mist and rain as quickly 
asit came. In the brief intervals of fine weather, the snug 
little harbours look fresh and green, and the heart of the 
collector is gladdened by the prospect of exploring almost 
untrodden ground; but this hope is soon dispelled, for so 
sparsely populated by animal life is this district, that even 
one having no special interests in that direction would in- 
stinctively feel sensible of this great want of animation in the 
scene. ‘The botanist would probably find a larger field for his 
researches in the primeval surroundings; but let him tread 
with caution the mossy banks which look so attractive, for 
what seems to be solid ground is frequently only a thin green 


